
New Jersey Crossing Guard 
Training and Resources

Program 2015



Trainings
2013 (pilot) 
• Essex, Middlesex, and Burlington
• 75 officers 

2014
• Mercer, Monmouth, Bergen, 

Atlantic, and Union
• 179 participants from 130

municipalities

2015
• Ocean, Camden, Essex/Hudson, 

Morris, and Passaic
• 146 participants from 110 

municipalities

Crossing Guard Project BackgroundCROSSING GUARD TRAINING PROGRAM 
BACKGROUND



Over three years, 
supervisors from 231 
municipalities have 
been trained. The 
training has reached 
approximately 60% of 
the municipalities that 
have crossing guards. 

Over the years, 
municipalities have sent 
multiple officers to the 
training, as well as new 
supervisors as they take 
on the supervisory role. 



CROSSING GUARD TRAINING PROGRAM 
SUMMARY THIRD PROGRAM YEAR

• 146 crossing guard 
supervisors/trainers trained 
• Ocean County Police Academy
• Camden County College Regional 

Emergency Training Center
• Essex County Public Safety Academy
• Morris County, Madison Borough 

Public Safety Complex
• Passaic County Police Academy

• 4-hour session included classroom &      
field instruction



CROSSING GUARD TRAINING PROGRAM
FEEDBACK

“Excellent training –
covered good points 
with enough detail.”

“Great class, well 
presented.”

“Instructors 
extremely 
knowledgeable and 
exhibit genuine 
concern for 
pedestrians and 
public safety.”

“Class very helpful 
and should have been 
done a long time 
ago.”



CROSSING GUARD TRAINING  PROGRAM 
VIDEO

• Distributed  DVDs of the crossing guard training film in 
Summer 2015

• CROSSWALK HEROES:
Crossing Guard Post Placement

• HÉROES DE CRUCE DE PEATONES: 
Técnicas y Tácticas para Guardias de Cruce



CROSSING GUARD TRAINING  PROGRAM 
BEST PRACTICE

• Presentation of Crossing Guard 
Training Program at the New Jersey 
Bike & Walk Summit, February 2015

• Presentation of video at Pedestrian 
Injury Prevention Partnership 
meeting, December  2015

• Requests for information and 
material from the Overland Park, 
Kansas and Kirkwood, Missouri 
crossing guard programs

• Crosswalk Heroes video has over 
4,300 YouTube views



CROSSING GUARD TRAINING  PROGRAM 
REQUESTS

Traffic safety officers 
requested: 

• assistance with evaluation of 
crossing guard posts to 
determine optimum 
placement.

• assistance with conducting  
crossing guard training 
directly.

• model crossing guard job 
description

• Information on STOP paddle 
size





TRAFFIC SAFETY OFFICER SURVEY 
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AT SCHOOL CROSSINGS

• Survey link emailed to officers 
trained through Crossing 
Guard Program

• Email encouraging 
participation sent through the 
NJPTOA

• Survey link emailed to 
members of NJSACOP

• Respondents
• 169 valid responses  
• 109 gave information



Are there any school crossings you consider challenging 
for pedestrians in the municipality(s) you serve?



How many school crossings in the municipality(s) you 
serve do you consider challenging for pedestrians?



Is the crossing located on a State, County or 
Municipal Road?



How many lanes does Intersection #1 have?



Tell us more about Intersection #1.



What makes Intersection #1 challenging for pedestrians?



Are you aware of any of the following related to 
Intersection #1?



CROSSING GUARD TRAINING  PROGRAM 
NEXT STEPS

 New Jersey has over 6,800 
crossing guards. 

 The training program has reached 
60% of municipalities with 
guards. 

• Spring 2016 trainings
• Gloucester (255)
• Hunterdon/Warren (39/115)
• Morris (307)
• ?



CROSSING GUARD TRAINING  PROGRAM 
NEXT STEPS

• Training resources to instruct 
crossing guards and assist 
supervisors

• video clips for crossing guard 
supervisors

• field exercise for use inside 

• Crossing Guard appreciation 
events/awards

• Reach communities with no local 
police department

• Collaborate with others working 
on pedestrian safety



CROSSING GUARD TRAINING  PROGRAM 
WEBSITE

www.njcrossingguards.org





PARTNERSHIPS

 NJ Department of Transportation
 NJ Division of Highway Traffic 

Safety
 Federal Highway Administration
 NJ MEL-JIF
 AAA
 NJ Department of Health, Division 

of Occupational Safety & Health
 NJ Police Traffic Officers 

Association
 NJ State Association of Chiefs of 

Police
 NJ Highway Traffic Safety Policy 

Advisory Council
 County and regional police 

academies
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